
 

 

Microbiology 
 

Date:  July 28, 2017 

To: All Manitoba Physicians and Healthcare Staff served by DSM Microbiology Laboratories 

From: Dr. James Karlowsky, Medical Director, Clinical Microbiology, DSM 
Joelle Carlson, Technical Director, Clinical Microbiology, DSM 

  
Re: Specimens Submitted to the Clinical Microbiology Laboratory Must Indicate 

Specimen Type and Test(s) Requested on the Accompanying Test Requisition 
 

 

A significant and increasing proportion of patient specimens submitted to DSM Clinical Microbiology 
Laboratories are being received with test requisitions that do not indicate the specimen type or the 
test(s) to be performed.  To date, DSM Clinical Microbiology Laboratories have attempted to contact 
each test requester to determine the test(s) required when test requisitions are received without this 
information.  This is an inefficient use of time for all parties.  The time required and difficulty 
encountered in trying to contact each test requester, to determine the type of specimen and intended 
test(s) required for each patient specimen, has reached an unsustainable point. 
 
Therefore, starting August 14, 2017 DSM Clinical Microbiology Laboratories will begin rejecting 
replaceable patient specimens (e.g., urine, swabs) received with test requisitions that do not 
indicate the specimen type and the test(s) to be performed.  The notification of specimen rejection 
will be sent via the laboratory information system (LIS) ONLY, the test requester will NOT receive a 
phone call that the sample was submitted with incomplete specimen type and test request information.  
Therefore, it is imperative that this information appear on the test requisition when initially submitted. 
 
Please note that MSU (midstream urine) is not a laboratory test order, but rather a specimen type.  The 
test required (e.g., bacterial culture) needs to be indicated on the test requisition along with the 
specimen type (e.g., MSU). 
 
A visual aid is appended to this clinical practice change that describes how to correctly complete a DSM 
Clinical Microbiology Laboratory test requisition. 
 
If you have any questions or require further information, please contact Dr. James Karlowsky at 204-
237-2105 or Joelle Carlson at 204-237-2073. 
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Clinical Microbiology Requisition – Visual Aide 
 

 
 

 

Required information: 
Patient Demographics:  
All patient 
demographics must be 
present and legible 
 Patient first/last name 
 DOB 
 PHIN or other unique 

identifier 

Required information: 
 Location of patient 

(ward/nursing unit) 
 Name of authorized 

ordering professional 
 Physician 24/7 critical 

results contact 
number 

All information 
available in relation to 
the patient as outlined 
in this section must be 
entered as this 
information will be 
used by the laboratory 
to determine how the 
sample is processed.  
Failure to provide such 
information may result 
in sub optimal sample 
workup. 

Required information: 
Test orders:  Check off all tests as clinically ordered. 
 Use one requisition per sample only 
 Place an “X” in the box that describes the specimen being sent and the test being ordered 
***Failure to clearly indicate the specific test(s) being requested will result in testing delays and potentially in sample 
rejection and the necessity for recollection of a new sample. 

Note:  C&S is a term no longer used.  The term “Bacterial culture-aerobic” in the test request area on the requisition is 
synonymous with C&S. 

Microscopy and susceptibility tests are automatically done when appropriate. 

If a copy of a report is 
required for another 
physician, the 
physician’s full name, 
location (address) and 
Fax number must be 
provided. 

Required information: 
Date, time and initials 
of individual collecting 
sample must be 
provided. 

Label for Specimen: 
Labels for specimens can be separate adhesive labels which have been addressographed.  If completed manually, 
minimum information that must be provided includes: 

 Patient last name, first name 

 PHIN # or equivalent 

 Specimen source 

Type of urine specimen 
to be circled 

FAILURE TO PROVIDE CORRECT INFORMATION MAY RESULT IN SAMPLE REJECTION 
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